RE$OLVED. _ 


Specially, tending - to the »jghe Þ 
Ordering of the Heart, that 
we may comfortably walk with Þ} 


God in our general and par- 2 
ticular Callings : &c. --: 
In a LzTTEx to a pious Friend in Znglandd - 


By THomas SHEPARD, M. 
Formerly of Emmanuel-College in Cambridge in E ugland 2 2 
Aﬀterward Miniſter of r New: —— VE 4 


„ „ 7% 


Corrected by: Fo our ſeveral Editions 2323 "I 
yy 1 1 . * ; 5 _ 


; ; | — " Fo eve” 
* . 2, 


. = 
* Yu * : ” 75 5 
3 1 
* Lo * - + ; ” i 5 4 4 — * 
1 - : - 
* 
= . 0 * 
* F 75 0 a * 
. ; D p * 4 # " 
. by 2. 4 2 <3 J - | 2 y 
2 1 4 s * 2 — — 3 » ＋ 2 s 
— — — YO - * rr * 4 
r a + oe. 4 A 4 : p 
e. © — outs +4 wn © 2 16.5" 4-472 PETE 2 4 
> 4% * 7 : & 1 8 n F . 1 * 8 9 7 1 
b : . * —— 3 7 
| ** 14 7 4 4 


3 . 5 „ +224 4 uh 

nted And Sold by 1 N 3 
XY, r 2 „„  *&, "eg 

—_ *Queen-ftreet, 1 74 Fee ET 


. 


* — <> 


* i 
= o < 9 
. 2 = 
7 4 Ls 
; - l To 
a N — 
V. — 
= \, * 2 CY 
* o a = 2 
@ N — 2 


bd 5 


» 


Imprimatur 


** 
« " > 
ꝙ—B e 
* 1 - 
- 
+ us 
I 
3 7 * 
» e 5 
vs. 
” 
Po 


* * 


26 Us L - % 3 4 15 7" 4 


7 4 5 py WW 
CO ORC I EA a Ie rd ak Bad 
1 * N 5 > 3 * 5 Bb. + * 'T 


c 


es Cranford. 


- = * * 
* 4 - ; 2 » - 2 5A 4 F bl 4 *% wy 
* 
* 5 4 
- 
* . * - 4 
£ * » 


- 


FFF 


A 


To the CHRISTIAN READ ER. 


1 


25 16 bal Letter of ah ready Scribe of Chrifts s 
Kingdom, | Mr. Shepard of New. England] zx e © 
full of Grace and Truth, that it needs no other 
E pijite commendator y than  /elf. — 


Yet ſeeing the Lot is unexfetttdly fullin upon my Per, 
to give it a Superſcription that it may pals current /m 
Hand to Hand ; 1 di heartily ia the fu ft Place, dedicate” 


2 it to thee, thou? bleeding-troubled- Spirit, as a chace c- IF 
* 3 


dial Friend, an Interpreter, one of A I houſand, that d 
not only ſpeak thy Heart, but by the ht a. 
Chrift hath promifed to ſend / to Fa Heart. oz 

Tt may be this Paper NN 1 ſent on | Enbaf, from 
Heawen, on Purpoſe, to ſet thy Houſe in Gm aunty - 
thy Be- Knots, to bind the ſtrong Mar, and coft. Bim au, 


of thy Doors; that thy Heart. may be once again ſe at 5 53 p 1 f 


Liberty, to ſerwe the Lord thy Ged in thy general and pare 

i - ticular Calling, whoſe Service is thy Freedom. Whats 

5 here ſent by this Ambaſſador of Chriſt, (u ho is now the 
Voice of one crying in a Wilderneſs) to. a weary and 

heavy laden Soul in this Wand ; I had rather it, fhpould 

N to thy Judgment i in the ſerious Readings and % 


thy Conſcience in the home Application thereof, #hitwr fri = Y J 


my ian of it : Therefore 1 fhall only Ad (ar th# Con © | 
tente of this Letter) certain ſelect Cales,proptledrand Y 
.relolved:7z the ſeveral Ws chr 45 9 15 8 1 
in Order in the Pages following, vnn. —— 


To the CuxIsTIAd Rxabzx. 


1. Trouble of Mind in c:vi/ Fairs by the ſecret 


: Injection of religious Thoughts. + Page 3. 


2. From what Spirit, ſuch Suggeſtionsdo ariſe. P. 4. 
3. How to entertain them when * crowd in. 

b Page 8. 
4. Concerning the a0. being humbled for forful Dif. 


tractions that hinder and interrupt the Spiritual Perfor- 


mance of holy Duties. Page 12. 
5. How a Chriftian, may be ſaid to be under the 
Covenant of Works. | Page 16. 


6. How to conceive aright of that Myſtery of My- 
fleries. the bleſſed Perſons in the Trinity. Page 19. 
7. The Soul's Aptne/s to go to God immediately in 
holy Duties, without taking Chriſt Jeſus by the Hand. 
Page 22. 

9. The End and e of abſolute Promiſes. 5 28. 

. How to apply abJolute Promiſes to thy ſelt, 


| though hey are made Oy without Condition. 


Page 27. & 31. 
10. A notable Diſcovery of a ſecret Unwillingneſs 


in the. Soul, to /cek God in the firifteft. ſolemn Serwi- 


ces, before it entereth into them; Wearine/s of them, 


Phile they laſt; and a Gladne/s, when they are ended. 


Page 39. 

A ſound Confutation of that Heretical Arminian 
W z viz. That the Strength of Grace is to be got 
rather by Argumentation, than inward Communication and 
Influence ariſing from Union: with CyrisT. Page 42. 
12. The Experiences of this tried Servant of Chriſt, 
{who is the Pen-man hereof) how he was cured. of 
atheftical* Thoughts : whether they did wear out, or 
whether by the dint of Arguments, they were ration- 
ally overthrown. Page 44. 
13. Laſtly, whether thoſe Changes, which a Child 
of-Gop hath ſometimes, and thoſe Movings of Spirit 
are” — by a natural A or Gop's 0 


F * 
n Tee — 
Sant nn lili; 


To the CurteriaN Reavun, | 

All avhich ſelect Caſes, (and many more, that collater- 
ally i ue from their Sides) are judiciouſly reſolved with 
much Perſpicuity and Brevity in theſe few Sheets, by the 
only Fudge of all-Controverfies ; the two- 1 Sword 
of the Spirit, the Word of God. 

Thus humbly beſeeching thee, to read over this E Eibl 
of Chrift to thee, with the ſame 8 pirit of” Love, and of a 
found Mind, which indited every Line in it: 


It defire to leave thee at the Throne of ren - 
the Arms of Chrift, with the Father of all Comfort. 7 . 
that thou mayeft receive the Peace of God auh . 
Seth all Underſtanding, and be crowned with Joy 5 
Jprakable and full of Glory. | 


1 2 


I ſubſcribe my ſelf, Fri, 


Thine in any wy 


Dated from | 
Charter-houſe in 
London, Feb. 1. 


1 64 7s 


—— — Ws 


2 Addrrh 5, A 


BCF 
Chriſtian Reader. 


\ Eig af red to peruſe and give our Opintan of the 
Reſolutions in this Letter now f#e/ented to thy 
View, We muſt confeſs, they appeared to us wery 
4 precious. For ewe have ſeldom ſeen Acuteneſs, X 
Profenndne/s, and Godlmeſs, Jo eminently, equally; and 
Sappily matched. There are in Chriſt's School divers 
'h Forms, Elementaries, and Men of exerciſed Wits. The 
=_ Sabolar propoſing theſe Caſes was no Puny, and he was 
= . bappy # in meeting with a Teacher ſo able for Reſolution. | 
I Bm © Therefore, aubo ever reads and heeds, will not repent of | 
_— . Labour... Bur the more knowing the Reader is, and | 
8 3 the more experienced i in the Ways of Chrift, the more De- 
= light may he take in, and the more "_ may he reap by 
J "FE * and profound Soon: So wwe are ; 
= z . co. Thine 3 in Chriſt Jeſus 
—_——  - March 27. | f 
—- a | 3 
IR Joby Gere | 
= : Ara 


„ 22 Gretobil | 


* * 
7 


* ** e 
[4 3 A 2 N. 
ee 
p * 
N 4 „ binge © 


232 E * 


E42 = i. IX. 
4 " 2 ad. 


e 
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= 8. 17. baniſh from you 4 ; 

9. 4, 5. Your Friends have had 15 Welcome 8 

F and have lodged 8 

—_—_— 1. 14. involuntary _. . 

„ Wo ( as Election = 8 

E # -4 22. Again to your Complaint.,. 1 

1 And 1 nn this Paragraph ſhowy come 1m at i 

| the Badof Page 18. 1 / 


* 


„ 4, 


OS 
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SE, 
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Dear Sir; 


Dare not multiply many words i in acknow- 
ledging and profeſſing my on unfitneſs 
and inſufficiency to yield yaur loving and 
moſt welcome Letter, that ſatisfaction which 
both. Yourſelf defire, and it deſerves: Nei- 

ther yet will I be ſo unfaithful to you 5, ſeeing- 
your expectation puts me to reply: Neither 
ought I ( I think) be ſo unſerviceable to JAN 


CHRIST, who in you, and by you, beckens d = 


me to take this call to write to you, "and not "to 
neglect ſo fair a. ſeaſon ; ſeeing: eſpecially it map 


65 poſſible my dying Letter to you, before 1 depart - ; J 


From hence, and return to bim, as nat #notwwing buf 


our laſt diſafters and Sea: Araits, of which I wrote . 4 


to you, may be but preparations er the execution of 


this ne#t approaching vs ages Let our eyes ate to 1 3 


_ the hills, and our defires are your prayers. ; 20d. 
at this time my endeayour ſhall be in re 

your ſelf, to break open that light to - v4 Dd 

to prepare it to you, with at brevity [IF 5 

an Wich what plainneſs I am able; belecch] i: 


"FF We] 
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2 Of Ox ER NG the Tuouchrs 


Counſellor, to give you the ſpirit of revela- 
tion; and that after you have ſuffered, a while 
by theſe outward temptations, doubts, fears, 
deſertions, diſttactions, which the Letter men- 
tions, he would make you perfect, ſtabliſh, 
ſtrengthen, and ſettle you. And this I verily 
think will be the unexpected, yet happy, joy- 
ful and moſt glorious end of them: For ſince 
I have obſerved and ſeen the lamentable ruins 
of the foul, and ſeeming graces of many men, 
by being rock'd aſleep in a quiet ftill calm, 
eaſy performance of duties; without ſuch a- 


| waking temptations and tumults within, which 


it ſelf complains of : I ſay ſince I have ob- 
ſerved what a deal of mud is in the bottom 
of ſuch ſtanding Pools, and what a deal of 
filth is in ſuch Motes, which are inwardly at 


8s eaſe, and not emptied from veſſel to veſſel; 


next unto the donation of the Lord Jeſus to 


a man, I have accounted fuch tumultuous 


* * 3.4. 
=" 0 wa + - 
RT  $ 
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| Your complaints are many. 


heart: ſtorms and uproars, together with the 
fruitful ſtrange effects of them, the ſecond mercy, 
For I never ſaw that man kept from ſecret 


putrefaction and corruption, that was not uſu- 
ally ſalted with fuch temptations, (eſpecially 


in a Chriſtian's firſt Apprentiſhip) which uſually 


preſerve him entire till W. And there- 


fore; Dear Sir, faint not; for Jeſus Chrift 
will raiſe a world of bleſſings out of your pre- 
ſent Chaos and confuſions. But I make hafte 
fo anſwer, before your reply to my firſt Lower, 


* * 
* 
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in CIVIL Eu PLOYMEMTS, 3 
CASE I. 
Of ordering the Thoughts in Civil E lima. 


Your frf Trouble is, concerning your 4 
turbances in Civil offairs, by the ſecret injection 
of religious thoughts ; ſo that you know not 
how -to follow the one, without hazard of 
grieving the ſpirit, and breaking your peace, 
in not maintaining and nouriſhing at the ſame 
time the other : and hence being drawn to go 
two ways at the ſame time, which you cannot 


. well do, your heart is diſquieted, and your 


peace much interrupted, 

This of yours, puts me in mind of the com- 
plaint of an basel. yet plain man, to an able 
Miniſter once, who in bewailing his condi- 
tion to him, among other miſeries, this was 
not the leaſt; (viz ) that he was exceeding] 
troubled with good thoughts, fo that he coul 
not follow his place, unleſs very oft he did ftand 
ſtill and pray, for fear of grieving the Spi- 
rit, (as he thought ) and loſing his feafon of 
being heard in heaven: For ſaid Conſcience 
oft unto him, How doſt thou know but this 
may be thy accepted time, and if thou doſt 
not take it, it may be thou ſhalt never 'have 
it again? I have forgot the Miniſter's anſwer 
but I am ſure in theſe complaints you £0 hot | 
alone: 1 have lately known one very able, 
wiſe, and godly, put upon the Rack in theſe 
Kind of thoughts, by bim, that envying Sog 


den peace, knows N * e N 
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into an Angel of light. For it being his uſual 
courſe in the time of his health, to make a 
Diary of his hourly life, and finding much be- 
nefit by it, he was in conſcience preſt by the 

wer and deluſion of Satan, to make and take 
the ſame daily ſurvey of his life in the time 
of his fickneſs ; by means of which, he ſpent 
his enfeebled ſpirits, caft on fuel to fire his 
fickneſs and had not a friend of his 'convin- 
ced him of his erroneous conſcience, miſlead- 
ing him at that time, he had murderd his 
body, out of conſcience to ſave his ſoul, and 
to preſerve his grace. And do you think theſe 
were the motions of God's ſpirit, which like 
thoſe Locus, Rev. 9. 9, 10, had faces like 
men, but had tails like e and ſtings in 
their __ 


Your thoughts know, are not likely to 


produce the ſame effects; although you have 
the ſame efficient: and becauſe you ſay your 
ace is hereby diſturbed by ignorance, as not 
ern what to do in the midſt of theſe civil 
actions and theſe religious thoughts; I conceive 
at %% things are to be fadly conſidered of, 
for the cure of them. 

Fir how to know when fuch religious Aras 
thoughts come from God's ſpirit, and when from the 
Devil transforming himſelf into an Angel of light; 
or from a well-melted ſtirring conſcience, yet blind. 
For when you know they come from God's ſpirit, 
you are bound to nouriſh them; but when not, 


you are not bound to embrace nor comply 


* them. Secondly, n how ur! * is | 


— — 1 1 * 
ws » n 
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in Curr. EMPLOYMENTS. =o 


fo behave and carry it ſelf in Ciuil employments : 
For when you fee how you do, and may ho- 
nour God in following them, your ſpirit. will 
not be ſo unquiet, if at any time you erabrace 
not the ſuggeſtions of the other, 

1. For the fr briefly ; all good motions 


and thoughts are not the ſpirit's motions : 28 


may thus appear, 
There be three things chiefly by which we 
may diſcern the motions, ſuggeſtions, and thot's 
which come from God's ſpirit : all which concur- 


| Tring together in a good action, or thought, of 


word(not one alone) will make diſcovery whether 
they are from God's ſpirit or not. 

I. If it be ſuggeſted for God's ends, its from 
God's ſpirit : to act fo high as for a ſuper- 
natural end, muſt ariſe from a ſupernatural prin- 
ciple, which only is God's ſpirit, Pharifaical 
actions were for a double ſelfiſh end, and hence 
not from God's ſpirit, but nature, and + their 
own ſpirit, 1. To be ſeen of men, 2. If they 
did any of them abhor this, yet it was to 
purchaſe and gender in their own minds an 
opinion of holineſs before God: and i hence 
Chrift gives them this Item, in giving Ale, 
that they ſhould not let their tight hand know - 
what their left hand doth ':* for many men 
will do geod acts, leaft they ſhould by the neg⸗ 
leck of them, think themfelves hypocrites, and 
ſo be troubled for them. Chriſt would have 
us not to take notice of what * 5 or” n 
an end. 1 

2. If they be animated and quick 


8 Of ORDERING the TroucnTs 


God's command, for the higher meaſure of 
holineſs, for plorious ends, without a, warrant 
from the Word, is the more ſordid ſuperfti- 
tion. Chrift healed the leper : when he char- 
ged him with anger to tell no man ; he, no 
queſtion for a good end, publiſhed the mira- 
cle 'the more : this was a good motion, but 
it was finful in him, being croſs to Chriſt's 
command. When Chriſt would have waſhed 
Peter's feet, he had many thoughts that came 
into his head, concerning his own vilenſs, and 
Chriſt's glory; and had a good end and meaning 
in his anſwers ; yet his humility croſſing Chriſt's 
command, the Lord profeſſeth againſt it and him 
for it, that he had no part in him, if he ſhould 
go on in it. 

3. God's Spirit ſets a man on work i in due 
ſeaſon: For let the duty be commanded and 
rightly directed, yet if it be not done in ſea- 
ſon, it is not from God's Spirit: Hence Pal, 
1. The righteous bring forth fruit in its ſeaſon : 

and hence Solomon ſpeaks of words ſpoken in 


ſeaſon, are as apples of Gold : and hence we 


read in Eccleſiaſtes, of @ time and ſeaſon for 
every thing under the Sun. And therefore when 
there is a ſeaſon of God's appointing for civil 
things or buſineſs; it is not ſeaſon now to be 
moleſted or perplexed in it, by the injection 
and evocation of thoſe thoughts which we think 
to proceed from the Spirit of GOD. I know 


indeed, that the Spirit of God doth enable a 


man to do whatever good he doth ; but as. 


. makes Nature ſometimes to a ſo * | 


in CIVIL EMPLOYMENTS, 2 


ful Nature brings Grace into captivity, (which 
Paul complains of, Rom. 7.) and makes Grace 
to ſerve it. To exhort and reprove another 
for ſin, is from God's ſpirit that it is done; 
but to reprove at an unſeaſonablę time, its from 
ſinful corruption, abuſing God'sAgrace, and ma- 
king Sampſon to grind, Its from the excel- 
lency of a knife to cut well z /but to cut my 
finger with it when I ſhould be cutting my 
meat with it ariſeth not from the end of the 
knife, nor from the intention of him that made 
it ; ſo to think of good things, it is from the 
ſpirit, I grant ; but to think of them in ſuch 
a ſeaſon that God ſets you a work to mind 
and follow other occaſions, its from the ene- 
my of God's ſpirit, and your own peace. For 
as it is a fin to nouriſh worldly thoughts when 
God ſets you a work in fpiritual heavenly em- 
ployments ; fo it is, in fome reſpects, as great 
a fin to ſuffer your ſelf to be diſtracted by ſpi- 
ritual thoughts, when God ſets you on work 
in civil, yet lawful, employments : ſuch 
thoughts, I conceive, are but the leaven of 
Monkiſh holineſs, if they divert you from your 
lawful affairs, when the Lord calls you to fol- 
low them, For the Lord never calls you to 
two divers employments at the ſame time, un- 
leſs you make the one to be a means to fur- 
ther the good of the other; which ſuch pious 
thaughts in ſome civil employments do; it be- 
ing no piece of Chriſtian wiſdom: or honeſty 
to turn round in worldly employments fo long 
till by giddineſs we fall down, but hy 225 
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ſteps, ever and anon to look up to heaven and to 
behold the face of God, to whom only therein 
we are to approve our ſelves. But yet it ſeems 
your thoughts are ſo far from being ſubſervient 
the one to the other, that you are diſtracted 


and moleſted, and your piece interrupted, and 


your Chriſtian courſe made troubleſome, and 
an heavy burthen ; which ſurely cannot be by 
the yake of Jeſus Chriſt : therefore you muſt 
firſt bring your troubles in this particular to this 
iſſue; either you may follow your Civil affairs, 
and nouriſh theſe thoughts as helps to main- 
tain your peace, and make you heavenly minded 


in them, (and if they ſerve ſufficiently to ſuch 


an end, why are you troubled with them ?) 
or elſe. you cannot follow God comfortably in 
civil actions, unleſs you baniſh from your 


thoughts which do ſo miſerably diſtract you; 
and then why do you fear you ſhall grieve - 


God's ſpirit, if at the ſame time you do not 
give. entertainment to them, the unſeaſon- 
ableneſs of which, ſpeaks plainly they came 
not from the ſpirit's ſuggeſtions ; 
hindrance of comfortably walking with Gad, 
which the Employments themſelves can never 
hinger, 


riſhing ſuch thoughts? , 


I anſwer, Entertain thoſe thoughts as, it may 
Ws you have done ſame friends, who came 
to you at that time you had buſineſs with 
rangers, whom you love not ſo well as | 
2 have deſired them to fag a 
TOON * ile 9 


your friends; 


1 


But you will ſay, when is the ſeaſon of nou- 23 


Ty 
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in CIVIL EMPLOYMENTS, © -Y 


while, until you have done with 'the other, and 
then you have returned to your friends, and 
when the other hath been ſhut out of the 
doors, the other hath had the welcome, and 
hath lodged with you all night ; and thus.you 
have grieved neither, but pleaſed both. It is 
ſo in this caſe, Worldly employments are our 
ſtrangers, yet they muſt be ſpoke with : Reli- 
gious thoughts and practices are our friends, theſe 
come unto us while God calls us to parley witk 
the other, you cannot ſpeak with both at one 
time, in one place, without much perplexity : 
take therefore this courſe, make much of the 
good thoughts, but parley not with them till 
your buſineſs is done with ſtrangers 3 and to- 
wards evening, which is your ſeaſon, ſet ſome. 
time apart every day for meditation, and them. ; 
make them welcome; then conſider and ponder 
well what was ſuggeſted to you in the day © 
time, and ſift every good thought to the bran, - 
for then is your ſeaſon, and after that let 
them ſup and lodge with you all *night, and 
keep the houſe with you every day. And ſurely. 
when the Lord Jeſus ſhall ſee what a friend 
you ſhall make of his Spirit thus, and how 
wiſely you walk therein, you ſhall not need 
to fear any grieving of it, at unſeaſonable 
| times: nay (I ſay) you will moſt fearfully. 
MAY griexe his Spirit, if you parley with the con- 
came ceived ſuggeſtions of it at unſeaſonable times, . 
with I bat thou deft, do it with all thine heart, Shy: . 
ell s Solomon. Eccleſ. . 
ſtay a eee when you are to pray, confer, of 
is = C medi tate 
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meditate, do it with all your mind, and all 
your thoughts, and all your ſtrength. 'So when 
God calls you to worldly employ ments, do | 
them with all your mind and might ; and 
when the feaſon of meditation comes, take it: 
ch glorious ordinance of God, although 7? 
many chriſtians uſe it occaſionally, and againſt 
ſome good time, or when they have leiſure 
meeting with them, yet to ſet ſome time apart 
for it in a folemn manner every day, and that 
in conſcience as we do for prayer generally, 7 
where is the man to be found that does thus F kj | 
Theſe men that thus negle& their ſeaſon of 
muſing and entring into parley with God's ſpi- =. 


— 


rit daily, may be well ſaid to grieve the ſpi- 
Tit: through the neglect of which Ordinance, 
God's ſpirit is as much prieved by profeſſors 
in England, as by any courſe I know, The 
Lord awaken us : but I have run too far al- 
ready in this firſt part of my anſwer, 

For the ſecond means, viz. How the ſoul is to 
carry it ſelf in civil employments, that fo you 
may not think you do for better, when you 
Kiten to good thoughts as you mention, 

I fay but te things ; 

1. Learn to follow them out of an aw- 
fal reſpect to the eye, preſence, and command 
of Jeſus Chriſt : and'to do what you do in 
civil bufineffes, as the work of Chriſt : When 
Jou are riding, or making up breaches between 
man and man, and then think I am now a 
bout the work of Jeſus Chrift, 4 


2. Sceing your ſelf thus working in worldly 
employment 
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having communion with him, 


in CIVIL EMPLOYMENTS, IT 


employments for him, you may eaſily apprehend 


that for that time God calls you te them, and 
you attend upon the work of Jeſus Chrift in 
them ; that you honour God as much, nay 
more by the meaneſt ſervile worldly act, than 
if you ſhould have ſpent all that time in medi- 
tation, prayer, or any other ſpiritual employ- 
ment, to which you had no call at that time. 
It is noted therefore by ſome of Peter's wives 
mother, that when Chriſt had healed her of 
her fever, ſhe ſate not down at table with 
Chriſt in communion with bim, which, no 
queſtion, was ſweet ; but miniſtred at the ta- 
ble, and ran too and fro, and fo ſerved him, 


and acted for him; wherein ſhe ſhewed more 


love, and gave him more honour, v:z, in that 
mean ſervice, and in acting for him, than in 
Now if the 
Lord would. out of his abundant goodneſs, ſet 
the ſoul in ſuch an acting frame for him, and 
if it -could do its worldly employments, as the 
work of Chriſt, and ſee how greatly it honours 


Chriſt in attending on him; Oh what: peace 


ſhould a chriſtian enjoy, notwithſtanding all his 
diſtractions every day ! and how eaſily would 


ſuch devout thoughts you ſpeak of, be  repelFd 
like darkneſs before the light? For the noble 
neſs of thoſe good thoughts you ſpeak: of pre- 
ſenting themſelves againſt the mean and baſe 


outfides ,of civil affairs, makes you ready to 
honour the one, when you are callfd o ſerve - 
the other: but, now, by ſeeing you go. the 


work of Chriſt Jeſus in them 280 Wal hereby 
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Of being HuMBLED 


ſee a PTE in the meaneſt ſervice you perform ® 
in civil affairs, and this will make you cleave \* 
unto them. But I have ſaid too much about 
repelling of good thoughts in theſe times, wbere- 
in men have ſo few; though, it may be, little 
enough to ſatisfy you. | e —_ 


Of being bumbled for a Diſtractions. 


Your ſecond trouble is this, vis. That 
. your heart is kept from being humbled for 
finful diſtractiont, that hinder and interrupt the 
ſpiritual performance of holy duties, and that 
for wo reaſons : Firſt, Becauſe they be volun- 
tary and accidental. Second, becauſe they can- 
not break the covenant between GOD and 
pour Soul, being but infirmities. 

Auſio. For the latter clauſe concerning 
breach of covenant, together with the other, 
—— 1. I ſay, not only infirmities do not, but 
5 55 the greateſt ſins cannot make a breach of co- | 
venant between Gop and the ſoul that is once 
really (not nominally) wrapt up in the cove- þ 
 - nant of grace. Indeed groſs ſcandalous fins, 

nay infirmities, when they are given way to, 

and not reſiſted, may keep the ſoul from the 

' fruition, for a time, of God's covenant, hut 
never from the eternal jus and right unto it. 
For as the Habit of faith of grace gives a 
man a conſtant right to the promiſe and cove- 
Þ ©. which ſeed ever * which-habit - 
ever 
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ever laſts, 1. Jer. 3. 9. ſo the 42 of faith 


or grace gives a man” fruition of the cove- A 


nant and the benefit of the promiſe. And 
hence by the acting and venting of ſome fins, 
wherein there is included the neglect of the ex- 
erciſe of grace, he that is really in coyenant 
with God, may be deprived of the fruition'of 
it; yet ſeeing the ſeed of God, and: the ha- 
bit of grace ever remains, he cannat by any 
fin break his covenant: For the covenant. of 
grace is abfolute, © wherein the Lord doth not 
only promiſe the good, but to begin, and per- 
fet, and fulhl the condition abſolutely, with- 
out reſpect of ſin ; ex parte creature, Indeed 
if God's covenant of grace did ( as that- of 
works) depend upon man to fulfil the condi- 
tion, having ſufficient grace to fulfil it, then 


'# 4groſs ſin might well break the covenant : but 


ſeeing Gop hath undertaken to fulfil the co- 
venant abſolutely, notwithſtanding all the evils 
and fins of the foul, no. fin. can poſſibly break 


that knot and covenant, which ſo firm and re- 


ſolute love hath once knit. And. therefore, if 
this be a good argument, infirmities cannot 
break :covenant ;: What cauſe have I to be hum- 
bled for them? ſo as to ſay, It is thy » mercy 


Lord that I am not@@nſumed for them, (as 
you write ;) you may upon the ſame ground 
ſay ſo, If the Lord ſhould deſert you, ot you 
forſake the Lord; and ſo fall into the fouleſt 


ſin, which J ſuppoſe corrupt conſcience dates 
not be ſo bold as to think or allow of. 


2. I ſay the leaſt fins or infirmities do break 
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Of being HumBLeD 


the firſt covenant of works: and hence you do 
not only deſerve, but are under the ſentence 7 
of death, and curſe of God, immediately after 
the leaſt hair's breadth, ſwerving from the Law 
by the ſmalleſt fin, and moſt involuntary ad- 
cidental infirmity, According to the tenour 9 
of the law, he ſoul that finneth ſhall dy; and, 2 
curſed is he that continueth not in all things of PF 
the Law, Gal. 3. 10. The leaft fin being, 
(ex parte objecti in reſpect of God againft whom 
it is committed, as horrible and as great as the 
greateſt, For it being an infinite wrong, be- 
ing the diſhonour of an infinite Majeſty, there 
can be no greater wrong than an infinite one; 
unleſs you can imagine a thing greater than 
that which is infinite: And therefore in this 
reſpect, there is as much venom and miſchief *# 
done againſt God in the leaſt, as in the greateſt | 
- fin; And therefore it, and whoſoever commits 
it, deſerves death for it, as if they had com- 
-Mitted the fouleſt fin in the world. And 
therefore after the leaſt and ſmalleſt infirmities, 
you may from hence fee what cauſe you have 
freely to be humbled, and to confeſs for them 
how worthy you are to be deſtroyed ; yea, 
even to look upon your ſelf as lying under the 
ſentence of the law id death immediately | 
after the commiſſion of them, and ſo to mourn 
| bitterly for them. 
Oedt. But you will ſay, 2 Tr Chriſtian that 
, Sy "th the eovenant of grace, is not within 
© the covenant. of Merit, that Bond is cans 
© celled, the laſt Will muſt Rand ; and 8 
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fore he being out of that covenant, no fins 
b © of his can be faid to break the covenant ; 
F* © for no man can be faid to break that law 
under which he is not, and which he is not 
bound to keep. 

An ſto. J anſwer, every believer has a double 
being or landing, and fo there may be put upon 
him a double reſpedt. 

1, Firſt, he may be conſidered as united to, 
and having a ſpiritual being on Chris; and fo 
it is true, he is under Grace, and the cove- 
nant of Grace, and not under the Law, nor 
the covenant of works; and hence not being 
under the Law, nor bound to keep it as a 
covenant of life (though it be @ rule of life) 
no fin can condemn him, there being m7 con- 
Ademnation to them that are Chriſt Feſus, Rom. 8. 
1. But as Chriſt is above condemnation, and 
law, and death, and curſe, ſo is he. And this 
truly underflood, is the foundation of a Chriſtian's 
joy and peace, and glory, every day; yet ſo,.as' 
tho' fin doth not condemn him, yet he has god 
reaſon to ſay, it is mercy, and meer mercy, 
Lord, that I am not conſumed, that I am not 
condemned. For fin is the ſame'; nay grace and 
God's love aggravates ſin; for to fin againſt 
the law, deſerves death without recovery; but 
to ſin when grace has received me, and loved 
me; when the blood of Chrift has been ſhed” 

| abundantly, to deliver me from fin 3 Oh this g 


for SINFUL DisTRACTIONs, 


makes the nioft ſecret ſilent fin a crying one 
So that if you do conſider this well, you may 
ſee what little -cauſe there is 9 

1 a _ heart 


— 


b | 
* 
* 
N N 
NT IO 


/ being AUMBLED 


heart 1iſing againſt the deepeſt humiliation for 
the leaſt fin, though you be in Chriſt, and 
under grace: For, as Daniel, when he was put 


into the Lions den, had not he cauſe to won- 


der that he was not torn in pieces by them ? 


and why ? becauſe it was not from any defe&t 
on their parts to tear him in pieces, but from 


the omnipotent power, and mercy, and grace 
of his God, that muzzel'd their mouths ; fo 
though no Lion can tear, though no fins can 


hurt or condemn a Chriſtian, as he is conſi- BE 


dered in Chriſt, yet, has not he cauſe to con- 


feſs and wonder, and ſay, Lord, it is thy meer 


grace and mercy that it is not ſo? Which is 
the act of humiliation your letter ſaith you 
can hatdly come unto ; and why f not becauſe 
God's grace puts any leſs evil in fin, but be- 


cauſe it is meerly grace that keeps it from 


ſpitting that venom which otherwiſe it would, 
2. Secondly, A Chriſtian may be conſidered 


in reſpect of his natural being in himſelf ; and 
thus he is ever under the Law, and as oft. as he 


finneth, under the ſentence of death, and as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, by nature even wwe ( juſtified, 
quickned) are the children of wrath as well as 
others. And thus after the leaſt involuntary 


Accidental fin, you may eaſily ſee what cauſe 


you have to lie down deeply humbled, mourn- 


ing under the ſentence of death, and God's . 
eternal curſe, as a condemned man going to 
execution, to feel that fire that ſhall never go 


out; looking upon your ſelf as you are in your 
ſelf, a fotlorn caſt-away every moment nd; 
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tis truly underſtood is the foundation of a Chri- 


ſtian's ſorrow, ſhame, and confuſion of face, 


ſelf- loathing, ſelf-forgetting, ſelf- forſaking, and 
condemning every day. And, believe it Sit, 
it is no ſmall Piece of a Chriftian's Kill and 
work, to put a difference between himſelf and 
© himſelf ; himſelf as he is in Chrift, and fo 
co joy and triumph; and himſelf as he is gro- 
ing on his firſt root, and ſo to forrow, and 
loath, and condemn himſelf : ſo that, to wind 
up all that I have faid, look upon your ſelf as 


in Chriſt, you may fay theſe involuntary in- 


flirmities do not, ſhall not, condemn me, 


But Lord it is Grace, Grace that it is not 


= ſo, and this is Evangelical humiliation, Look 
again upon your felf, as you ftand on you? 
ZZ own bottom, and live in your own 33 and 
ſo you may ſay after the leaſt infirm 

now broken a moſt holy and righteous Laws 
and therefore I am already condemned: O 
woe is me, I have already undone my ſelf by 
mine iniquity : and this is Legal humiliation 
Which ſerves for mortification, as the firſt for 
vification. I know it is very difficult to bring 


ty, I have 


the heart to acknowledge freely it deſerves' death 


= after ſo ſmall an involuntary offence.” But when 
the Lord reveals two things, Fir, himſelf 
in his glory, Secondly, how the leaft fin firikes 
bim; Iperſwade my ſelf, the vileſt heart San- 


not but be forced to confeſs how Juſt God 
roceedings againſt 
him. And withal conſider, the mor&'involun=- 
tary any fin * Arong —_ 
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- finite glory you ftrike, doing the greateſt miſ- 


* not remove them, and ſo horrible as that it is 


, Prevailieg. Satan's ground reaching as far as 


nay Jeſus Cbriſt, by his — temptations:) 


a © 37 it 2 Ae 1 06+ =o —_ . 
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and to lodge his ſuggeſtions this or any other 


Ant. * 
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it is, and the more natural, the more horrible; 
As to be a natural Thief is far worſe than to be 
a deliberate thief, who ſometimes ſteals: and 

therefore, good Sir, take heed of looking no 

deeper, nor ſeeing no further than the bare 
act, and unvoluntarineſs and accidentalneſs, and 
ſuddenneſs of your infirmities: for if you do, 
you look through the wrong end of the glaſs, 
and they will appear ſo ſmall, that you will 
find it a very tough work to 'bring your heart 
conſentively, to ſay, ( if I may ſay and uſe 
your own phraſe) It is thy mercy Lord that I 
am not confumed for them: But look upon 
them as indeed they are, in reſpeR of that in- 


chiefs to God by them, and (which makes 
them the viler) as they are ſo ſtrong you can- 


natural to you to commit them, &c ; and ſurely 
you: will not through grace, find ſuch thoughts 
haunt you long: Not but that they will be, baply, 

riſing and tempting, but never alway vexing and 


he minds of God's people; and therefore ſo 
far he may come, and there he may walk; 
{for he came into the mind of innocent tom. 7 


but the beart is Chriſt's peculiar poſſeſſion and > 


5 


purchaſe 3 and if he ſhall ſtill there offer to 
Come in and vex you, and prevail againſt you, i 


way with you, you have Law and Chriſt on your 2 
fide, by this little WIR now given. 29% to 5 


Of Conceiving aright 19 
CASE, IL 
Of conceiving aright of the Holy T1 Trinity. f 


The third thing that troubles you, is the 
diſ-ranking of the Perſons in the Trinity: For 
though you think the Holy Gh is God, yet 

ou have not ſo high a repute of him, as of 
the Father and the Son, becauſe the Son ad- 
drefſeth himſelf to God the Father in all his 
prayers and acknowledgments, in a more im- 
mediate manner than unto the Holy Gef ; 
and therefore you would know if the word 
Father (as in the Lord's Prayer) includes not 
the Unity in Trinity. $8578 9 

To this briefly conſider three thingſne. 

I. Without all queſtion, the ſame God which 
lies under that relative property 'of Father, is 
the ſame God with the God-head of the Son, 
and the God-head of the Holy Gheft, there be- 
ing not three Gods: and therefore the God-head 
of the Son and Spirit, are not excluded, but 

included in the God-head of the Father, when 
we look upon the Father as God, in the Lord's 

Prayer, or any where elſe. 2 1 

2. But ſecondly, the Father as Father is 
never taken for the ſame Hoh Ghoſt in Scripture; 
nor the Son as Son, is taken for the Father ; 
nor the Holy Ghoſt as Holy Ghoſt, is at any 
time taken for the Son: For it is a tule in 

Theologie, though the res ſubſlrata, the thing | 

that lies under the Relative property (uin the ' 

God- head) of every perſon,” be dme and 


. 


1 


of the Holy Trinity. 


communicated ; yet the Tame God-head conſi- 
dered as clothed with his Relative property (as 
Father, Son and Spirit) it is not common, but 

eculiar, For the God-head of the Father as 
Father, is not the God- head of the Con as Son, 

c. 

. Hence it follows, that when Chr i addrei- 
ſeth himſelf to the Father as Father in Scrip- 
ture, it is not becauſe He is either a diverſe or 
greater God than the Holy Ghoft, but it is for 
#0 other reaſons, 

1. Becauſe the Father as Father, received 
primarily the wrong that ſin did againſt his 
Fork of creation: For the Father being the 
firſt perſon in order and creation, the fiſt 
tranſcient act as (election and reprobation were 

e firſt immanent); hence this work is attri᷑? 
buted chiefly to God the Father, in reſpet of 
our orderly apprehenſion : and hence man ſin- 
ning then when he was only made, this is 

"Ehiefly attributed to be againſt the Father, be- 
cauſe his work appeared to be chiefly there; 
and. not againſt the Son, for his work chiefly 
Appears in , redemption, he being the ſecond 
Perſon, and this the ſecond main and wonder- 
ful work; neither againſt the Holy Go, for 
bis work chiefly appears to us in application, 
being the third Perſon, and this the third main 
act that ever God will do, or ſhow forth to 
the world in this life, Hence God the Fa- 
[ther receiving to our apprehenſion, the wrong 
in creation by fin, Ze is the Perſon that is 
* be ſatisfied, and not the Hoy Gs 5 I 
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Of Cunceiving aright 2 


hence Feſus Chriſt, in all his prayers has a moſt 
ſpecial eye to Hin, and not to the Holy Gheft 
( as Holy Ghoſt ) becauſe Ze came into the 
world, by his death, and interceſſion, and ſtrong 
cries to ſatisfie God the Father, and not God 
the Holy Ghent as a third Perſon, And hence 


it is ſaid, 1. John 2. 1, 2. JF any /in, we have 


an Advocate with God the Father, (not God the 
Holy Ghoſt) becauſe He was, to our apprehen- 
ſion, the Perſon wronged : and hence we are, 
after ſins committed, chiefly to eye the Father 


in our prayers, and to go to him for pardon with 
our Advocate with us; becauſe to whom of 
fence is Chiefly offered, from him chiefly par- 


don and reconciliation is to be expected. 
2. Therefore Chriſi addrefſeth himſelf chiefly 
in his prayers to God the Father, becauſe he is 
the original and firſt cauſe of all good; becauſe 
he is the firſt Perſon in order of ſubſiſting, and 
therefore firſt too in the manner of conveying. 
I know the God-head is the original of all 
good: but conſider the Perſons one with ano- 
ther, and ſo the Father, is ever the firſt in ope- 
ration, as the Hy Ghoſt is the laſt in con- 
ſummation ; for all good comes from the Farther; 
James 1. 17, through the Sen by the Holy Gbeß. 


And hence in all our prayers we are to look. 
for all good from the Father, for his S fakes 
to be conveyed us by the Holy Ghoft : and hence; 


it is ſaid, John 6. 10. No man comes to me but 


* 


whom the Father draws : Why ? It is the im- 


mediate office and work of the Holy Ghoſt to 


draw and apply the foul unto Ghriſt ; Why then 
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is it faid, Unleſs the Father draw? The reaſon 
is, becauſe that which was perfected and con- 
ſummated by the Holy Ghoſt, was intentionally and 
by way of purpoſe and decree begun originally by 
the Father : and this is that which Chriſt's words 
have chiefly reference unto, viz, the Father 
through the Sen by the Holy Gho/t draws. 

But I have waded too far in this Divinity, 
the clear knowledge of which is referved for 
us in heaven : But thus much to fatishe you. 
Yet the word Father in the Lord's Prayer, I 
conceive under correction, as it doth not exclude 
any perſon of the God-head, ſo its chiefly ſet 
down there, not ſo much to denote the Perſon 
of the Father, as the Affection of God as a Fa- 
ther to us his Sons by Chrift : which weare to 
believe .in our ficſt approaching to our prayers, 
to be as, nay to tranſcend the affection of any 


Father to his Son ; when we come to call upon 


him for thoſe fx things which the Petitions ſet 
down for thoſe three ends, Kingdom, Power, 
and Glory, which the Prayer concludes withal, 


; CASE. IV. 
Of going to Gop immediately. 


Tour fourth trouble is your eptneſs to go to 
Gad immediately, eſpecially when his graces are 
moſt ſtriving in his ordinances, contrary to that 
" of Chrift, 77 believe in God believe alſo in me. 

Anſw. So indeed it is uſual for religious na- 
ture often to out- run and get the ſtart of grace 3 
5 a8 
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as it appears in many other, ſo in this caſe you 
put. Look as it is with every man when God 
awakens him effeQually, he firſt ſeeks to his 


= kitchin phyſick to ſave himſelf by his duties, 


praying, mourning, reforming, endeavouring, re- 
penting, working, before he will ſeek out to 
the Phyſician, and to Chriſt to ſave him : Be- 


cauſe it was natural to Adam to ſeek to live 


by his working, it is natural to every Son and 
branch of that root, to ſeek to ſave himſelf by 


doing as well as he can, or as God gives him 


the ſtrength and gracc : So it is here, It was 
natural to Adam to depend upon, and go to 
God immediately, as a creature to a Creator, 
as a Son to go nakedly to God as a Father; 
Chriſt was not then known nor ſeen : ſo it is 
natural to every man when rectified Nature is 


ſtitred up, to go immediately to God, It is 


grace in the ſecond Covenant that reveals and 
draws to Jeſus Chrift, and to God by Chriſt, 
1 | E "= 30 

For cure of this diſtemper, ponder but theſe 
three things. | | | = 

1. Clearly convince the ſoul that the immor- 
ta), inviſible, and moſt holy God, that dwelleth 
in an unapproachable light, has ſet out himſelf 
to be ſeen, or made himſelf only viſible in Jeſus 
Chriſt ; ſo that he would have no man look 
upon him any other ways, than as he has re- 


vealed himſelf in his Son: In whem Tthough in 
all other creatures his v:/z2gia. and fagtiteps: are 


to be ſeen) as he is God, the face of God ig to 
be ſeep ; which no creature is able to ay 
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ubt there, being the brightneſs of his glory, and 
the expreſs Image of bis Perſon, Heb. 1. 3. And 
as he is man, the very heart of God, both in 
reſpet of Affection, and Will is to be feen ; So 
that in and through Jeſus Chrift, eſpecially his hu- 
man nature, the glory of the great God breaks 
out like the Sun through the clouds moſt bright- 
Iy, in reſpect of us; and therefore jn and through 
his human nature we are only to behold God, in 
whom all that a Chriſtian defires to“ know, is to 
be ſeen, which is the Face and Heart of ſo dear 
a Friend, 2. Cor. 4. 6. Joh. 14. 9, 10, For we 
know by too lamentable experience, how the 
whole world vaniſhing in their ſmoaky thoughts 
of the glory of God, as he is conſidered in him- 
felf, and not able to conceive or retain the know- 
ledge of him; did hence invent and ſet up Ima- 


ges as fit objects for their drunken Raggering | 


underſtanding to faſten upon, and to be limited 


with-z and hence adored God before theſe, (as. 


our Popiſh Hypocrites do before the Altar) and 
in theſe and at theſe, as Papiſts do in reſpect of 
their Images. Hence the Lord to cure this 
inveterate natural malady, hath in the ſecond Per- 


en, united himſelf to man Chriſt Jeſus ; through 
whom we are both able to our everlaſting won“ 


derment to ſee him, and alſo here bound only 
to behold him; who as he is a fit handle for out 
faith, ſo he is a fit object for our weak minds 
to behold the glory of the moſt high God in. 


'Wherefore then do you offer to go unto God 
without Chriſt, whenas you are not ſo much as 
to look upon God, but as he appeats in 2 
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Is not the human nature of the Lord Jeſus more 
eaſie to be ſeen and conceived of, than the in- 
viſible unlimited eternal God-headꝰ 

2. See evidently that there is not any dram 
or drop of God you have, eſpecially in God's 
ordinances, but it iflues from the blood, and is 


you by the hand of Jeſus Chriſt, Epheſ. 1. 7. 
Hebr. 7. 25. John 5. 22, You ſhould never 
have heard the-ſound of the goſpel, nor ever have 
had a day of Patience, nor ever have heard of 
God's ordinarices to find him in; nor ever have 
been comforted, quickned, enlarged, affected by 
God's Ordinances, were it not for Jeſus 
Chriſt ; the efficacy of whoſe blood, and power 
of whoſe glorious interceſſion, doth at the very 
inftant you feel any good in God's Ordinances, 
prevail with God the Father for what you feel: 
For the Father loveth the Son,and has putall things 
into his hands, Job. 3. 353 that all men might honour” 
the Son; Joh. 5. 22,23. all the three Perſons plot- 
ting chiefly for the honour of the ſecond: ſo 
that you may ſee, nay you are bound to believe, 
at the time you feel your heart ſavingly affected 
in any ordinance now; the Lord Jeſus, who is 
at the right hand of God in heaven, Who is 
now in his glory, now he remembring e +4 
poor worm on earth, now I feel the fruit of He nl 
death. O what a miferable forlorn wretth ba 
I been, were it not for Jeſus Chriſt? Meet ĩð ͤ 
could never have helped, enlightned, comfort; 
quickned, aſſured, enlarged me; and Juſtice x 
could never hayg relieved my dead, bloody, pe- 
„ 8 | lh riſhing 
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riſhing loſt Soul, had it not been for Jeſus 
Chriſt ; whoſe Spirit, power, grace, comfort, 
preſence, ſweetneſs, I taſte, drink, and am ſa- 
tified abundantly with, and now do enjoy. 

Oh Fir, methinks the fad meditation of this, 


ould, make you, in all God's ordinances, where 


you are apt to ſay you go immediately to God, 
to. haſten ſuddenly in your thoughts, affections, 
praiſes, to Jeſus Chriſt. Nay, metbinks you 
ſhould ſpeedily have your heart elevated and lifted 
up to Jeſus Chriſt, and ſay, I receive this, and 
*aſte this from Jeſus Chrift, Ob, but this is but 

a taſte of the honey-comb with the end of my 
N ; and if this preſence of Chriſt's Spirit I feel 
now be ſo ſweet, what is Himfelf then? 


Labour for increaſe of love and familiarity 
wt 


Jeſus Chriſt, by taking notice of him, by 
coming often te him, by muſing daily on his love, 


as on a freſh thing, baniſhing flaviſh falſe fears of l 


his forgetfulneſs of you, and want of everlaſting 
Jove towards you: and then you know love 
will carry you ſpeedily to him: amor meus pondus 
meum. Nay, grant that you have been a ſtran- 


ger to: Chriſt, yet reftore the love of Chriſt to 
bt Jie. Again in your ſoul; and when you come to 
= _ big ordinances, where he dwells, your Soul will 


Fe its firſt enquiry for him; neither will it be 


=. ALatisfied till it has ſeen him, as we do them we love, 
Wt towards whom we have been greateſt ſtrangers. 
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Of applying the Abſolute Promiſes. 
C 
Of applying the abfalate Promiſes, 


Your th trouble is, you know not Fw to 
apply abſolute Promiſes to your ſelf, as in Hb. 
8, becauſe they are made indefinitely without 
condition, Conditional Promiſes you fay you 
can, if you can find the qualification that gives 


— 


you right to the good of the promiſe within you, 


Anſw, This uſeful fruitful queſtion; how to ap- 
ply abſolute promiſes to ones particular, deſerves 


7- - a larger time and anſwer, than now in the midſt 


of perplexities, I am able, yet willing, to give, 


For when the Lord faith abſolutely without con- 


dition, that he will take away the ſtony heart, 


and he will put his fear into his people's hearts, 


&c, and theſe kind of promiſes are made to fome, 
not to all, to tMÞſe only whom the Lord will, 


and in general ta his people; Hereupon the Souls.” 
of many Chriftians, eſpecially ſuch as queſti g f 


God's love towards them, are moſt in fuſpenck?; R 
and therefore when, they complain of the vile- - 


neſs of their hearts and ſtrength of theirfufts, 1 
let any man tell them that the Lord has under- 
taken in the Second covenant, to heal their vacxk-„ 


llidings, and to ſubdue theft iniquities; tbey will 
hereupon reply, it is true, he has promiſet inde 


to do thus for ſome abſolutely, though bey he MW 


No god in them, but T that feel fo vite à heart, 
Jo rebellious a nature, will he do this for me, or 
no f And thus the Soul floats above water, yet feats 
it hall fink at laſt, not withiſtanding all that mo 
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bas ſaid, I will anſwer therefore briefly theſe 


#200 things in general. | 
1. I ſhall ſhew you zo what end, and for what 
uſe and purpoſe God has made abſolute promiſes, 


not only to them that be for the preſent his peo- 


ple, but to them that in reſpect of their eflates 
and condition are not. 


2. I ſhall ſhew you how every Chriſtian 7s to 


make uſe of them, and how and when he ought to 
apply them, For the i of theſe, 
I. Firſt, I conceive, that as in reſpect of Gd 


himſelf, there are many ends which I ſhall not 


mention, as being needleſs; ſo in reſpeR of man 


there are principally theſe two ends for which the 


Lord has made abſolute promiſes. 4 


1. To raiſe up the Soul of à helpleſs, Gnful, 
curſed, loft ſinner in his own eyes, to ſome hope, 
at leaft, of mercy and help from the Lord, For 
thus uſvally every man's Soul is wrought, to 

.. whom the Lord doth intend grace and mercy 3 


e firſt turns his eyes inward, and makes him 


10 ſee he is ſtark naught, and. that he has not 
one dram of grace in him, who thought himſelf. 


rich, and wanting nothing before ; and conſe- 


. quently, that he is under the curſe and wrath 


of God for the preſent, and that if the Lord 
ſhould but ſtop his breath, and cover his face, and 


take him away, which be may eaſily do, and this 
to be feared he will, that he is undone forever. 
Hereupon the Soul is awakened and falls to his 
itchen phyſick, as I ſpake before, prays, as 


b 


ears, and amends, and ſtrives to grow titer, and 


to Top up every 8 and to amend it tell a 
: | "= © 
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fin 3 but finding it ſelf to grow worſe and 
ee and perceiving thereby that he doth but 


ſtir, and not cleanſe the puddle, and that it is not 


amending of nature that he muſt attain to, but 
he muſt believe, and make a long arm to Hea- 
ven, and apprehend the Lord Jeſus, (which fo 
few know, or ever ſhall enjoy) and hereby quench 


the wrath of God ; I ſay, finding he cannot do 
thus, no, nor no means of themſelves gan help 


him to this, hereupon he is forſaken of all his 
ſelf-wiſdom and of all his vain hopes, and now 


fits down like a deſolate widow, comfortlels, and_ 


ſorrowful, and thinks there is no way but death 
and hell, and the wrath of a diſpleaſed God to 


4 _. be expected. And if any come and tell this Soul, 
of God's mercy and pity to ſinnets; Ay, ſaith 


he, it's true, he is even infinitely ere unto 
them who are rent from their ſins, and that can 


believe ; but that I cannot do, and am ſure (ball 


never be able for to do ; and therefore what 
cauſe have I but to lie down in my ſorrow, and 
to expect my fatal ſtroke ever moment? Reply 
again upon this Soul, and tell him, that though 
he cannot believe, or looſen his heart from fir, 
yet that the Lord has promiſed to do it, that 


he will ſubdue all his iniquity, and he will pardon 


all his fin, and that he will cauſe men to walk 


in his ways, &c ; True, ſaith the Soul again, he. 


will do thus for his own people, ard for them he 


has choſen, but L never had dat gf grace i in my i 


heart, and there is no evidence that" tbe I s 
mine own, ot that I am his: Hete,-agaii 
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Soul that he will do theſe things for ſome that 
have no grace, or never had grace; for theſe pro- 
miſes were made to ſuch, 

 Hereupon the Soul thinks thus; Theſe promi - 
ſes are made for ſome that are filthy; for why 
ſhould God pour clean water upon them ? for 


ſome that. be hard-hearted ; for why ſhould he 


ay to take away the ſtony heart from them? 
c: and if unto ſome ſuch, and I being ſuch a 
one, why may not the Lord poflibly intend and 


include me, ſeeing he has not by his promiſe ex- 


cluded nor ſhut me out? Indeed I dare not ſay he 
will, but yet how do I, or men, or Angels know, 
but yet I may be one ? Hereupon Hope is raiſed 
to life again: ſeeing God has undertaken the 
work for the vileſt, it is poſſible he may do it 
for me, now when I am vile and can do nothing 
for my. ſelf, And thus you may fee the irt end 
and uſe of abſolute promiſes, to be as it were, 
twigs to uphold the ſinking Spirits of hopeleſs, 
helpleſs, diſtreſſed Souls. 


7 


2. The Second end and uſe of them is this; 
To create and draw out faith in Jeſus Chriſt in 


the promiſes. For as the Law begets Terror, ſo 
the promiſes beget Faith. Now no conditional 


promiſe firſtly begets Faith; becauſe he that is 


under any condition of the Goſpel, in that man 


there is a preſuppoſed faith. It's God's abſolute 


promiſe that firſtly begets faith; for Faith is gat 
aſſurance, but the coming of the whole Soul to CA 


" in @ Promiſe, Fobn 6. 35: And then the Saul 


believes in Chrift, when it comes to Chriſt; Now 
ſed 


this God works in the Goſpel, (1) The "Soul is | | 
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raiſed up by Hove : : And being raiſed, it (2) 
comes to Chriſt, which is Faith, by vehement 
unutterable deſire: And being come to him it 


(3) Embraceth Chrift by Love : and. thus the 


match is made, and the „ knot is tied. 
Now as you have hears, the abſolute promiſe 
works hope of relief from Chriſt : and if it works 
hope, it alſo works a deſite, or coming to Chiilt 
by defire, Oh ! that thou Lord wouldſt honour 
thy grace, thy power, thy love, thy promife, in 
helping me a poor caſt- away ! And thus Faith is 
created, as it were, by this abſolute promiſe : for 
it cannot but move the heart of any one that ever 
felt his want, to cry mightily to the Lord for 
help, if he has any hope, ſeeing the Lord has pro- 
miſed to do it for ſome. Oh faith the Soul, that 
thou wouldſt do it for me ! And furely, were fit 
not for this abſolute promiſe of God, no Soul 


' would deſire, [becauſe he would have no hope to 


be ſaved, or to ſeek for any thing as from the 
hands of God, And thus you ſee to rohat end 
God makes and to what uſe a Chriſtian may n f 
theſe abſolute Promiſes. 
II. For the ſecond thing, viz. How and when 
a 2 e e may apply theſe Promiſes. | 
I anſwer, every Chriſtian is either, - 
1. Within Covenant with God, and knows 
it; or 5 | 
2. Within covenant with God, and 
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1. If he be in Covenant, and knows it, then you 
may eaſily perceive how and when he ought to 
apply promiſes unto himſelf : For he may boldly 
conclude ; If God be his God, then all the 
Promiſes of God ſhall be made good unto 
him; if he be a Son of God he may boldly chal- 
lenge at all times at the 1.:1ds of God, (nay, in 
ſome teſpects, at the hands of Juſtice it ſelf ) the 


fulfilling of God the Father's will deliversd in 


the ſeveral Legacies of the promiſe bought by 
the blood, and ſealed by the ſame blood of Jeſus 


Chriſt, that they may and ſhall be made good 


unto him e that is clear, 

2. If he be in Covenant, a Inotos it not, and 
queſtions hence whether God is bis or not, and 
conſequently, whether the promiſes belong unto 


kim; then this rule is to be o>ferved : let him 


ſo ſue and ſeek for the good of the abſolute pro- 


miſe until by reflecting upon his own acts, herein 


he perceive himſelf adorned and dignified with 
the qualification of ſome conditional promiſe ; 

and then if he can find the condition or quali- 
fication within himſelf, then as you judge and 
write, he may conclude, that the conditional 


promiſe belongs to him; and if one promiſe, 
then all God's promiſes, and therefore that abſo- 


late promiſes are his own, becauſe at leaſt one 


conditional promiſe is. For no unregenerate man 


is within the compaſs of any one conditional 


_ promiſe of grace, unleſs you will ſay he is under 


the everlaſting love of God; the Promiſes of 
ace being but the mid-way between the eternal. 


Purpoſe and decree of love, and the glorious cer- 
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tain execution of that love in time. The pro- 
miſe being the break-day of God's moſt glorious 
love, which muſt ſhine out in time, 

Objecsd. But here you will ſay is the difficulty 


dix, ps I ſhould fo ſeek for the good of abſo- 
lute promiſes, as therein to find my ſelf within the 
compaſs of ſome conditional one? | 


I anſwer, It is done chiefly by three 4051. 
I. By being humbly contented, that ſeeing the 
Lord ka abſolutely Promiſed, to work and do all 


for the Soul he intends to ſave, even when it can 
do nothing for it ſelf, and that he has taken the 


work into his own hands, ſo that it is his pro- 
miſe, offer, office and honour to do all ; that 
therefore you lie down, not fluggiſhly, but hum- 
bly at the feet of God, and contented to have him 


to be your God, and for ever to be diſpoſed of 


in any thing by God, if he will fulfil his cove- 
nant in you; contented to part with any ſin, if 
he will rend it from you; contented to know any 
truth, if he will reveal it to you; contented to 
do any duty, if he will enable you ; contented 


to ſhine bright with all bis glorious graces, if he 
will create and maintain them in you; contented 


to bear any evil, if he will lay his hand under your 


head, and thereunto ſtrengthen you; and ſa ſęe- 


ing the Lord promiſed to-undertake the work for 
ſome, put out the work, and put over your Sn, 
to him, that he would fulfil the good that his 
coyenant promiſeth in your ſelf, Nom when you- 
do thus, which, no queſtion, you and many. 
Soul doth, many times reflect upon this act, and, 
ce if you cannot or __ not And TRENT? "4 
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it under the condition of ſome conditional pro- 
Miſe ; and if you do, then are you bound to be- 
Iieve all God's promiſes are and will be La and 
Amen unto you. Now that you do fo by this 
act, it ſelf ſpeaks plainly : For how many condi- 
tional promiſes are made to the meek ? Bleſſed 
are the meek, Mat. 5; and to the humble, whom 
God will raiſe up? For this is not ſaving Meet- 
eſs, to be quietly contented to be or to do, or 
to bear any thing that the Lord will have me 
from mine own ftrength and feeling; but to be, 
Ig do, or to bear any thing that the Lord will 
nie, if the Lord enable me. Many a ſtout 
beat would gladly have Chriſt; but if he cannot 
Dave him in his own terms, viz, Chriſt and his 
lufts, Chriſt and the world too, or by his own 
ſtrength and power; he will have none of him, 
but deſperately caſts him away, and faith, what 
ſhall T look after him any more ? I cannot pray, 
J cannot believe, I cannot break this vile and un- 
ruly will, this ſtony adamant heart: thus the 
pride of a man's heart works. Now he that is 
truly meekned and humbled, he is contented 
gladly to have God his God, and Chrift his Re- 
deemer, and that upon Jeſus Chriſt, his own 
terms. Firſt, on his otun covenant : now what is 
that? why it is this, I will give you the good, 
and work in you the condition too; I will give 
you my ſelf, and therefore will not ftick to give 


og 


AN 
_ 


* 
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= you an eye to ſee, and a heart to receive too. 


This is the covenant : now hereupon a hum- 
Þled Soul accepts of Chriſt according to his co- 
_ venant, on his own terms thus, viz, Upon the 
* 5 3 
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you ſhall find an affirmative anſwer from the 
word, For what is this longing after the 78 


8 


theſe terms, If you will make your ſelf half 


07 applying the Abſolute Promiſes, 2 5 


condition Lord, that thou wilt humble me, teach 
me, perſwade me, cauſe me to believe, and in 
every thing to honour thee ; Lord, I am con- 
tented gladly and joyfully to have thee ; do there- 

fore what thou wilt with me. Juſt as a ſick man 
tells his Phyfician, who comes not to him on 


whole, then I will cure you, and do the reſt for 
you; but being utterly unable to cure, or to 
know how to cure himſelf, he tells his Phyfici- 
an ; I am content you ſhould begin and perfect 
the cure, and fo honour your ſkill and love in 
me, to be contented to take any thing if you 
will give it me, and if I offer to reſiſt that, you 
ſhould bind me, and ſo do any thing with me. 
2. The ſecond at is, earne/ily to long andecome 
to Chriſt, to cleave unto Jeſus Chrift by fervent and 
ardent deſire, that he would make good thoſe ab- 
ſolute promiſes to you, ſeeing that they are made 
to ſome, and that they do not exclude you. 
For when you ponder well, and ſee what won- 
derful great things the Lord promiſeth to ſome, 
whoſe heart cannot but be ftirred up to fay, as 
that woman in another caſe, Lord, give me of 
that water to drink ! and as they in the fifth of- 
John, Lord evermore give us that bread | Now 
doing this, reflect upon this Second act, and fee 
if unto it no conditional promiſe belongs, and 


U 2 
* 


not of ſome (which many hypocrites do) bits 
all the proguies, but that which the Scriptire 
calls Thirfling ? who are commanded” to Es 
| an 
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3 Of atphing the Abſolute Promiſes, 


and drink of the waters of life freely, Ia. 55. 1, 
23 and Hungring? to which all good things are 
promiſed, Mat. 5. 63 and Coming to Chriſt, as I 
ſpake even now ? who has given this as the firſt 


Fruit of eternal election, and which kind of peo- 
ple he will never caſt away, John 6. 37. Now 


when you ſee theſe promiſes belonging unto you, 
why dare you not conclude but that all theſe ab- 
ſolute ones are your's alſo ? 

The third af is this; Seeing God hath 
promiſed abſolutely ſuch good things in the Se- 
cond Covenant, but hath not ſet down the time 
when, or how much grace he will give, and ſee- 


ing only he can help; therefore lot up, and 


wait upon the Lord in the uſe of all known means, 
until be makes good what he hath promiſed to do, 
and perform, and work for you. Say, as beggars 
that have but one door to go to for bread, if 
none hear, or hearing help not, lay themſelves 
down at the door, and ſay; I will wait here, I 


am ſure I periſh if I go away, or quarrel with 


them in the houſe becauſe they help me not ſo 
foon as I would; and therefore I will wait, for 


it may be their compaſſions may move them as 


they paſs by to help me. So do you. Many a Soul 
comes and longs for the good of the Promiſes; but 
if the Lord do not ſpeedily help him, he goes 


with diſcouragements, fears, and diſcontents, or 


deſpair, or fin away, and ſaith one of theſe two 


things, either I ſhall! never have help, or I come 


not truly, and hence I fee} no help. Oh remem- 


ber that bread is only to be had at the door, to 
be diſtributed when the Lord ſeeth need, not 


when 


2 
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when we would, or think we have need ; and 
therefore wait here and fay, if I periſh here, I 
will at the feet of God, and at the feet of the 
promiſes and covenant of God, &c. 

Now reflect upon this act, and ſee if you may 
not find ſome conditional promiſe annexed unto 
it; which ſurely you may, and I will name you 
but two, [/a. 40. 29, 30, 31; and 1/a. 6. 4, 4. 
And if the conditional promiſe belongs to ſuch a 
Soul, you may eaſily conclude the abſolute pro- 
miſes are your own : and the chiefeft uſe you 
are to make of them when you know them that 
they are your own, is to preſs God to make 
them good daily to you ; and to believe as verily 
and really, as if you had the performance of them, 
that they ſhall. It may be you will aſk me, 
How ſhall I know whether ¶ bave theſe conditions 
truly in me? | anſwer, ſincerity is a very wit- 
neſſing grace; the frequent meditation of the 


Scripture will give you much light, to judge of - 
the ſincerity of them, and that which Saint Paul 


ſpeaks, 1. Cor. 2. 12, I ſay unto you, Ve have 
not received the ſpirit of the World, but of Gad, 
whereby we know, (or may know) the things that 
are freely given to us of God. 

If he be out of the covenant, but yet Ged hes 
gins to work with ſome common work of his grace 
upon him; all that I would ſay to him, aud all 
the uſe he can make of ſuch abſolute promiſes, 
conſiſts in theſe things; 

I. Let him conſider the Frumfo of God's 8 
promiſe, whereby he may be ſtirred up to con- 
ceive + ſome hope it may be made g90g to Him in 

5 time. 
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large than his wants, 
things will draw bis heart to long for the pro- 
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time, For the promiſe is very free and large, ex- 


cluding none (except thoſe that fin unpardonably) 


be their ſins and nitures never fo vile before 
God ; and yet not including any by name, for 
that is in the conditional promiſe: And hence 


ſuch an one is to make this uſe of it; Who 
knows but the Lord may have pity upon me in 


time? and ſo hang thy hope upon him. 
2. Let him conſider the Werth and Price of 
God's promiſe, bought by blood, and for which 


ſome men would give a thouſand worlds for the 


benefit and comfort of ; and hereby raiſe up his 
heart, as by the Freeneſs of it to hope, ſo by 
the Price of it to efteem of the thing promiſed, 
above pearls, and all the honour and pomp of the 


| world. 


3. Let him conſider the Fulneſs of the pro- 
miſe, which is a plaiſter as big as his ſore, juſt 


anſwerable to all his wants, nay infinitely more 
And ſurely theſe three 


miſe ; and then you know what is conditionally 
promiſed and bequeathed to them that thirft : 


For fimilitude is the ground of love. Naw when 


the Fulneſs of the Promiſe is ſeen, there will 
appear ſuch a ſutableneſs and fitneſs of the pro- 


aſe to his ſou], that he cannot but long for it, 


ns much for the 1 trouble. 
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3 A8 VEL 


Of Unwillingneſs to and Mearineſt in ſolemn 


EYVICES, 


Your /xth trouble ſet down in tte heads, put 
into one for brevity, viz ſecret unwillingneſs to 
ſeek God in the frite/t ſolemn ſervices, before 
you enter into them; earine/s of them while 


they laſt; and gladneſs when they are gone the 


reaſons which you mention are, partly fear of 
not uſing them aright, together with melancholy, 
and laſtly, the ſtrictneſs of them. 


Anſw, It is very true, there is abundance of 


wildneſs in our hearts, which naturally. ſeek” to 
have their liberty abroad, and cannot endure to 
be pent-in the narrow room of holy performances, 


extraordinary duties, &c, no more than'children” 4 


can be pent up from their play. And hence we 
are weary of them, and glad to think of their 


departures and ends. And truly it is one of the 5 


moſt grieygus miſeries that a holy heart can feel, 
ch the Lord of heaven and earth © 


keep you,” 


fore me thought it was a ſolemn ſweet ſpeech 
of an honeſt man to his friend; who ſeeing him 


oppreſſed with ſuch diſtempers. as you mention, 
and perceiving him to droop under them, he came 

chearfully to him, and ſuddenly ſaid unto him ; 
I can tell you good news, the beſt that ever 


* heard, viz, Aſſoon as ever you are in Hea- 


and me, and all his for ever, while we 
are here in our valley, under the ſenſe of ſuch 
diſtempers, as our greateſt miſery, And there 
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Lord increaſe it in you daily : 


40 ad WZARIN ESS in SOLEMN SERVICES, 


© yen, you ſhall ſerve Chrift without wearineſs :* ; 
Which. words well thought on, revived the man, 
That which I would ſpeak, with as much tender- 
neſs of compaſſion as I am _ to you, I refer to 
theſe things. 

I. That a child of God is never ufually weary 
of the duty, but rather of his vile heart, to think 
of, and to look upon; that in the duty Chri/f's 
yohe i is eafie, and his burthen light, to him that 
takes it on his neck and puts dis Soul under it. 
The duty nakedly conſidered in it ſelf, is glorious 
in his eyes, and ſweet to his Soul; and hence 
ſometimes never well, but when he conſiders his 
dead, blind, barren, and ſenſeleſs heart, that he 
is to carry to the duty, and that he fears, and 
has felt will abide with him in the duty: Oh! 
this grieves, here the Soul pincheth, An Hypo- 
erite is weary of the duty: a child of God re- 
Joiceth in it ; but he is weary of his fin, and 
unſavourineſs and wearineſs in the duty, I per- 


ſwade my ſelf Sir, that you may ſoon miſtake 


illing to 


your ſpirit herein; you think you are 
„ when 


come to the duty; and are weary of 


Indeed, it js your glory, joy, and love; but it is 
becauſe you fear you can do it no better, that 
troubles you, that you have ſuch a vile heartaa it. 


And if your trouble be from hence, the good 
and withal, bleſs 


the Lord, and ſay, Lord though I am weary 
© of my vile heart, in theſe days of humiliation, 


© in-theſe Sabbaths; yet I bleſs thee, the days 
and duties themſelves thou knoweſt are dear 


1 unto me; It is not Lord becauſe T; am T7 : 
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of thy word, {but becauſe I can do it no better, 
© I am weary of my ſelf, and this vile heart' 
Here is much love in ſuch a ſpirit to the Lord. 
And believe it, Sir, your love want? not it's re- 
compences; and remember that the Lord reſpects 
you not according to your duties done, but ac- 
cording to your love in them, and to them. And 
therefore thoſe duties you are aſhamed to own, 
the Lord will not be aſhamed to crown. 


2. Conſider you muſt and ſhall be baited with 


_ theſe diſtempers of heart, ſometimes - more, and 
| ſometimes leſs, as long as you live. It is part of 


Paul's body of death which he muſt carry with 


him, till he come to bury himſelf, 


3. Thoſe means which may help you to be freed 
ob them (a little at leaft) are theſe among 
many. 

1. Be but truly and really, not by fits and dark- 
ly, ſenſible of them: men in deep miſeries, are 
not unwilling to be helped out. 

2. Judge ye not rigorouſly of God, as though 
he were a bloody auſtere God; as he did of his 
maſter, whoſe talent he had, and hence never 


improved it: but look upon God as having a Fa- 
ther's heart and affection towards you in-the 


meaneſt and greateſt performances; which Js 
double, either to give you ſtrength to do whit 
you. cannot, (I can do all things through CH 


or having come to him for it, to accept of what 


you would do for him, as if it were done: 220 


this, will make you joy in the pooteſt erformance, | 
that thougti it be never ſo full of vileni FH | 


Ago? Put of his fatherly "" accepts of it As 7 | 
#9 Bus. G 3 Rev | 
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42 and WeARINEss in SOLEMN SER VICES, 


. Renew morning and evening by ſad and 


folemn meditation, the ſenfe of God's love to you 


in Chriſt, and ia every duty that he ſets you 
about; and love will love and like the yoke, 
and make the commandments that they ſhall not 
be grievous to you. 

Thus I have 6ri:/i; done wht your new troubles ; 
which you mention, you ſay, becauſe you may 
not have the like opportunity of writing again, 
It may be ſo, and therefore I have defired to- 
fatisfie you, which J beſeech the Lord himſelf 
to do. 

Next you come to reply to my firſt Letter, of 
which I have kept no copy, as I never did of 
any, and hence may and do forget what I writ 
then unto you. So much light as your Letter 


lends me to bring things to mind, I will gladly 


take, and be more brief in anſwer. 
au ES T 10 NL 
| Strength of Grace how obtained i © 


5 * find the Arengtb PF; grace to be got in you 
rather by argumentation, than inward communica- 
zion and influence ariſing from the union to Chriſt: 
And this troubles you. | £ | 

Afi, To which I anſwer theſe three things. 
1. That as the old finful nature is communi- 
cated from Adam the firſt to us, without any 


-- argumentation ; ſo the new nature, which is 


the * . foundation, and plot of all Face, is dif- 


Tuled 


Strength of GRACE Jaw obtained. 12 


nd fuſed into us by the ſecond Adam when we wee 
os united to him, without argumentation, It is 
a only by divine operation. The Lord leave not 
© me, nor any friend I have, to a naked Arminian 
Of Illumination and Perſwaſion. 
2. That to the increaſe of thoſe habits, and 
3 drawing out the acts of the new creature, the 
=] Lord is pleaſed to uſe moral and rational perſwa- 
n. ions; as in the inſtance you gave, Chriſt died 
te for us, then hence the love of Chriſt conftrains : 
elf But remember withal, it is not the bare medi- 


tation, or ſtrength of reaſon or perſwaſion, that 
elicits ſuch divine and noble acts in the heart and 


of affection; but it is the blood of Chriſt ſprinkling 
of theſe ſerious meditations, that makes them work 
FE ſuch graces in the ſoul ; which I might ſhew at 
oo large: which blood is the ſalve, though argumen- 


ly | tation is the cloth or leather to which it ſticks, 
and by which it is applied; but from ſuch lea- 
ther comes no vertue, all of it is from the blood 
of Chriſt, which by argumentation heals the Soul. 
For if it were nakedly in the argumentation_ to 
ſtir your heart, and to work ſtrength of grace; 
What ſhould be the reaſon that ſometimes you. 


— 


5; are no more moved by all your argumentations, 
4 than a mountain of braſs is by the winds ? why 
t: ſhould the ſame truth affect you at one time, 
5 and not at another, when you are as fitly diſpoſed 
ng to be affected as at the firſt ? Therefore conſider 
H it is not your reaſon and argumentation, but 
” Chbriſt's blood that doth all, by as admirable, and 
”w yet ſecret operation. 
f- 

3. Your union to Chriſt on * part a bojun; 


d ; and 


— 


=> EL 


L _ = 1 Des * 2 8 Ly x RT TEES EF ef 16 . n 
CC 
Tr. + FR" l ' A © ME — , r —— 1 5 n 
2 . p . 2 x - 
i * he e — * 
F 5 a * xj K N a 
YY 


TT I» > £a_ 
At ME 


_—_ 
wo 4 
—_—_— g 4 
0 8 4 a 4 
1 — Cy . Oo . YM N 
n * 9 18 & 1 5 
* - 5 3 0 = 0 " 
ds 4 9 


F * 
Je ny fy _ . a [2 


ay « —_— ——— — 
* by * - 1 
_ 96 * 2 „ 1 C 
* — * . — A „ 


41 TRE — 
wp » \ 


Of SPIRITUAL Union. 


a partly wrought by the underftanding : : and 
hence the good that you get by it at any time, it 
is from your union, or part of it 3 


QUESTION I.. 
Oe ſpiritual Union, 


Again you aſk me, whether Calvin doth not 
expreſs fully my thoughts about Our Spiritual 
Union in his lib. 4. cap. 17. 

Anſw. I anſwer, I have forgot what he has 
writ, and my ſelf have read long ſince out of 
him ; and for the preſent I have no books about 
me where Jam; and therefore cannot ſatisfie 
you in this: neither know I when I ſhall ſeek 
to find out the book and place: If I have leiſure, 
I will either write to you, or tell ſome of your 
friends before I am gone, what he hath ſaid or writ 


that way, &c. 


QU ESTI O N III. 
Of the Cure of Athuiflical Thoughts 


Again thirdly, You deſire me to tell you how 
my ſelf came to the Cure of Atbeiſtical Thoughts? 


and whether they did wear out, or whether they 


were rationally overthrown ? & c. 
Anſiu. I anſwer, 
1. At firſt they did wear out, meeting with 


fruitleſs and dead: hearted company, which was at 


the 9 ES: 
2 The 


nd 
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2. The Lord awakened me again, and bid me 
beware left an old ſore brake out again: And this 
J found, that ſtrength of reaſon would commonly 
convince my underſtanding that there was a 
God ; but I felt it utterly inſufficient to per- 
ſwade my will of it, unleſs it was by fits, whenas 
I thought God's Spirit moved upon the Chaos of 
thoſe horrible thoughts : and this I think will be 
found a truth, 

. I did groan under the bondage of thoſe un- 
believing thoughts, looking up, and ſighing to the 
Lord, that if he were, as his works and word 
declared him to be, he would be pleaſed to reveal 
himſelf by his own beams, and perſwade my 
Heart by his own Spirit of his Eſſence and Be- 
ing ; which if he would do, I ſhould account it 


the greateſt mercy that ever he ſhewed me. 


And after grievous and heavy perplexities, when 


T was by them almoſt forced to make an end of 


myſelf and ſinful life,and to be mine own Execu- 
tioner ; the Lord came between the bridge and 
the water, and ſet me out of anguiſh: of ſpirit, (as 
ſhe prayed for a child) to pray unto him for light 
in the midſt of ſo great darkneſs : In whith time 
he revealed himſelf, manifeſted his love, filled all 


_ thoſe raging thoughts, gave return in great mea- 


ſure of them; ſo that though I could not read 
the Scripture, without blaſphemous thoughts be+ 
fore, now I ſaw a glory, a majeſty, a myſtety, a 
depth in it, which fully -perſwaded : and which 


light (I deſire to ſpeak it to the glory of his-free. 


grace, ſeeing you call me to it) is not Why 


put out, but remains, while I defire to walk cloſely: 
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with him, unto this day, And thus the Lord 
opened mine eyes, and cured me of this miſery ; 
and if any ſuch baſe thoughts come (like Beg⸗ 
gars to my door, ) to my mind, and put theſe 
ſcruples to me, I uſe to ſend them away with this 
anſwer ; Aby ſhall I queſtion that Truth, which 
1 have both known and ſeen ? 

Object. But you ſay this remedy is good, Viz, 
of Prayer; but that you cannot uſe it, eſpeci- 
ally becauſe you queſtion the truth of God. 

Anſw, Yet, dear Sir, give not over this Trade; 
you will doubtleſs find it gainful, when it may 
be God hath laden you more with theſe thoughts, 
and made you loath your ſelf for them, Bur the 
thing ſeems ſtrange to me, if I miſtake you not, 
viz, that your heart will not be perſwaded, but 
that you muſt reſolve your doubts concerning the 
Perfection of Scripture, not by ſeeking to har- 
monize thoſe paſſages that ſeem to croſs one ano- 
ther, but by aſcribing ſome humanity or error, 
(if I may interpret you) to the penmen ; ſeeing 
St. Paul ſaith, Ve Prophefie but in part, and ſee- 
ing one of the Evengeli its leaves out the doxology 


in the Lord's prayer. 0 


Sir, if you take theſe thoughts, ariſing from 
theſe and the like grounds, as your burden, I do 


not blame you, but pity you in that reſpeR ; but 


if your judgment indeed think ſo, I am ſorry 
you ſhould harbour ſuch thoughts one hour with- 
in doors: for you know that holy men writ the 
Scriptures (but ſo far they might err, but it is 
added) as they were inſpired, or as the Original 


has it, @s they were moved er carried i in the arms. 
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. of the Holy Ghoſt ; and fo how ES they err ? 


how could God lie ? It is true, Paul did pro- 

pheſie but in part; and is this an argument, be- 
cauſe he did not propheſie fully, therefore in ſome 
things he did not propheſie truly ? I am per- 
ſwaded you will ſay, there are many things my 


poor thoughts have ſuggeſted to you, as true 


and yet I am perſwaded I do in them propheſie, 


if I may fo ſay, but in part. The Spirit of 


God ditected the four Evangelifts to write; yet 
ſo, as they did not all write what another writ, 
but in great wiſdom leſt fome things doubtful 
and ſhort in one, which are more clear and full 
in another: and hence the Doxologie is fully 
ſet down in one, and not in another; and many 


reaſons I could ſet you down why, but that is 


needleſs, I grant you ought not to put up all 
with a charitable opinion of Scripture 3 but if 


you can, by reaſon, reading, and comparing, 


help your heart to a full perſwaſion, this is Scrip- 
ture: But many things you cannot get fatisfac- 
tion for, by that way and means, but ſtill your 
Spirit will be left dark and doubtful ; What 
courſe will you here take for reſolution, which 


is Scripture ? The Papiſts ſay it is ſo, becauſe the _ 


Church has chriſtened it for Scripture ; you fay 
you will ſee reaſon for it that it is ſo, or elſt 
you cannot be ſatisfied z then I fear you will ne- 
ver be ſatisfied. I think, In this caſe therefofe 
theſe two things you are to do. | f 

1. To go to God by Prayer, to give you a re- 
ſolution of all your doubts, and by ſome means 
or r other, ſome light to ſee whether this is his word 

| OE 
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or not, 2, If this be his word, that | he would 
perſwade your heart of it, that it is ſo : For the 
leaſt reſolution which 7s Scripture, and which is 
not, is made by the ſame perſwaſion, and ſole 
perſwaſion of the ſame Spirit that writ the 
Scripture. 
Concerning the Angels that appeared to Ma- 
ry, ſee Gerard; and he briefly, I think, will ſa- 
. tisfie you, in your anſwer to the particular ſcru- 
ples about the Scripture ſenſe, and the diſlonancy ÞF 
of them. Only this I will add to the Taft clauſe 
.* about theſe things, that if the Scripture be inſpired 
_ by thc Holy Ghoſt, and that not only in the ſum 
and ſubſtance of it, but in every word and ſentence 
of it, which I think you will not doubt of, when 
| you have confidered it; then I think it will un- 
deniably follow, that the ſame Spirit of truth is 
alſo a Spirit of order; and hence the method of 
various penning of it, is from the Spirit too, which 
you fay you ſtick at. 
- Anſw. 2. Again, to the latter part of your 
third complaint concerning your ſpirit being bur- 
thened with involuntary infirmities, as burdens, but 
not as ins; I ſay nothing now, becauſe I perceive 
by one part of your reply that the Lord has done 
you ſome good by the firft anſwer ; only it is 
your grief you cannot fear them, nor condemn 
yourſelf for them, as damning fins. For ſatis- 
faction of which, I hope this reply to your „e- 
cend trouble wil! give you ſome ſatisfaction. * 
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' ings of the heart; as by reading ſome pathetical 


Aaſu. I anſwer theſe three things. 


cCandle- flies were raviſhed with the Goſpel: Peo- 


working z and fo take the grace and draw it out, 


How to bnow the Movincs of the SpIRHr. 40 
QUESTION . 


| How to know the Mivings of the Spirit. 


Again to your fourth queſtion, to know whe- 
ther theſe changes you have ſometimes, and the/? 
imnovings of your Spirit, are not of natural temper, 
or God's Spirit, It ſeems I did a little miftake 
the meaning; becauſe you meant not the main 
work of grace, but occaſional ftirrings and mov- 


Letter, your Spirit is moved with joy or ſorrow, 
which it may be will not be ſtirred at ſome o- 
ther time; as by drinking a cup of wine, the ſpi- 
rit is made more chearful and lively, &c. 


3 irſt, That it is very uſual for natural af- 
fections to be raiſed by a natural temper, as by 
drinking, eating, noveltineſs of the Goſpel. John's 


ple are naturally moved ſometimes by a thundring 

Minifter, yet never a whit the more grace, &c, 

And it is a good ſpeech of Doctor Ames + Arini=- 
nian e grace (as they deſeribe it) may be 

the effect of a good dinner ſometimes  *' 
. That though the Being of grace depends nee 
upon the temper of the body, yet the Faris Þ 
of grace, and many gifts of grace, together W =. 
the feeling of it, doth, And hence a good dis i 
ner; and ſometimes wine, to a ſad melancholy-(i&- 8 
2racious) heart, may remove rem probibentem that 
may keep grace, as joy and thankfulneſs;: from - 
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not create and diffuſe the grace. The Prophet 
called, you know, for a Miniftril ; which ſome 
think, and that upon good grounds, was to 
raiſe up his heavy heart, and make him chear- 


ful and fit to ſpeak : the body is the inſtrument, 


which if it be broken, the beſt graces will hardly 

found; but if whole, then they will. 

2. If you would know when theſe things only 

draw out grace, or make a thing like unto grace 

in the Soul? I anſwer, by theſe tro things chiefly, 
1. If it be true grace, it ever makes you more 


Bumble and vile in your own eyes, and ſay; Lord, 


why doft thou give me any deſire to thee, any 
chearſulneſs in ſerving thee ? „ 
2. It makes you more thaniful, and to bleſs the 
Lord that he thus remembers you : For this is 
a flanding rule, * What ever comes from natur 


and a Man's ſelf, it ever builds up it ſelf, anc 


returns to ſelf again; what ever grace comes 
from Chriſt, it drives a man out of himſelf, by 
making him humble and draws him unto 
Chrift that ſent him, by making bim thankful ?. 


I think all graces, and ſtirrings, and movings 


that have not this double effect in ſome mea- 
ſure, are to be ſuſpected; and if they have, it 
is dangerous to doubt whether they are true or 
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Y ſering a Paſitive PROVIDENCE. $2 
QUESTION. Vc: 
_ Of ſiei ng @ Poſitive Providence. 


Again, Your f/th thing about Provideha's 
you ſay you cannot ſee a pr/itrve providence, al⸗ 
though you do ſee a negative providence in all 
your occaſions, and comforts, and crofſes, you 
meet withal ; as namely, you can thank God for 
not taking away your life, &c,. but you cannot 
ſee God giving it. 

I anſwer, 

1. Confider what I writ to you at firft about 
this queſtion in general, 

2. Ponder ſadly whether any creature or ap- 
purtenance to it, has its Being from it ſelf, or 
from the will and word of God; wiz, I will 
have ſuch a man to be, and ſuch a memory to 
be, &c, I think you will ſay nothing can make 
it ſelf ; therefore here is a poſit ive providence 1 in 


Having life, liberty, &c. 


3. Conſider whether the ſame will and word 
that gires it a Being, together with all the ap- 
purtenances to it, doth not alſo give it A and 
Motion. That it is fo, I thus demonſtrate ; (1) 
Every creature is made for an end; for no wiſe 
efficient, but works for ſome wiſe end: (2) * 
That no creature can lead it felt to its end, if © 
finful or irrational : (3) God muſt and doth lead 
it by its ſeveral acts and movings to that end: 
Hence (4) Every ad is determined by Gog... - 2 

An although I grant ſome creatures move. 


" will 


25 hg 1 
2 | 4 
1 | 


Of ſeeing a Poſutive PRovipence.' 


will and providence that they move, a& and ſee. 
Therefore you ſee. what cauſe there is to fee a 
pofetrve providence in every thing, 


Concerning the reſt of your letter ; ; Oh that I 
had time ahd heart to write more; yet I hope I 
have writ enough for this time, and the Lord 
knows whether ever more or no. However 1 
thank you heartily for improving me this way 
of writing, who have my mouth flopt from ſpeat- 
ing. I wiſh I bad more ſuch friends to deal thus 
with me, and my ſelf more time, anda more fruit- 
ful head and heart to improve my ſelf this, or any 
other like way for them: For who knows what 
breathings of God's Spirit are Joſt for want of 
writing, eſpecially when there is no ſeaſon of 
ſpeaking ? Truly Sir, I meet with few that are 
much troubled in that manner as your ſelf; but 
they go on in an eaſie, quiet, and very dangerous 
way: Which troubles, I perſwade my ſelf, keep 
you awaking, when , other virgins are lumbring; "EL 
and after which, I am perſwaded, the Lord in- 
tends to uſe you for more than common ſervice, 
it vou wade. well through them. However as 
IT faid before, be not diſcouraged, or too much | 

_ perplexed in ſorrow for them: For ſurely, as far 

28 I can gueſs, the Lord is preparing you for him- 

elf by them. I ſhall not forget you, though I 
never ſee you: And I beſeech you, if you have 
- - any ſpark of affection toward me kindl'd by theſe 
ew lines, remember when you are beſt able to 

Pray for your ſelf, 76 loo# after me and mine, anal! 
ba 6 with me on the 9 waters ;. 4 Then | 
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; to look up and ſigh to Heaven for me, that the 
Lord would out of his free grace but bring me to 
that good land, and thoſe glorious Ordinances ; and 
that there I may but behald the face of the Lord 
in his Temple, though he never delight to uſe me 
there, though I and mine ſhould pdflibly beg 
there; and that if the Lord ſhould call me to my 
ſolemn wotk and ſervice for the good of his Church 
and People, and company that go with m are | 
gone before me, that then the Lord Jeſus would 
reveal his ſecrets to me, and enable me the little | 

time TI have to live, to be fruitful to him, and 
to have a larger heart. than ever for him. As for 
your ſelf, I ſhall deſire the Lord to keep you 
blameleſs and unſpotted in an evil world ; and 
that as he has begun, ſo he would perfect, and 
crown his divine graces and work in you; and 
that you may be preſerved from national fins, 
which ſhortly bring national and meſt heavy. 2 
plagues; and that the preſence of the Lord 

g may abide with you, and in you, until the LH]? 

6 call for you. Remember my kind love to your” 
Father, whoſe name I have forgot, and by whom 

I could not ſend theſe lines, being then hindted 

| by buſineſs. Now the peace of Jeſus Chrilt be 

| with you, and keep you upright and blameleſs: 
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till death. And if I never ſee you more kill the”. 5 4 
laſt and — day, then Farewel, Farewel. £ 5 5 A 


Tours in Jesus Canon, 7 
* 


r cv . 


a 


"mip J Tag Fol 
OLE 


9 . 4 Yo — 


API EY uy EY 


= SITY * * 
e AW CER rar ol 
8 1 N e 
dl * 5 =o 5 


er 
. mo! * 


1 


